
Where, When,
How Much

Future Leaders Network Summer
Retreat/1994 will take place August l2-
21 at Fellowship Farm in Pottstown, Pa.

The full cost of the retreat is $350/
person. Those who can pay the full cost
are encouraged to do so, or to p^y I 12 or 3l
4 of. it. Those young people who need
assistance in raising money will be helped
to raise it. For example, we print up raffle
tickets with special prizes, and young
people sell them to friends, family and
neighbors to raise money for the retreat.

Scholarships are available for those
who need them. If you need a scholarship
check off the box below.

The retreat center where this is be-
ing held is accessible for people with
disabilities.
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Coupon
Return to: FLN, P.O. Box 170610, Brook-
lyn, N.Y. ll2l7,718-643-9603, or 215-
472-4024

Name

State_Zip

Phone (with area code)

School grade

To receive application, return this por-
tion by fune l, earlier i{ possible.

O Check here if scholarship infor-
mation and aid are requested.
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YOUTH WORKING
TOGETHER
TO BUILD

MORE HUMANE
RELATIONSHIPS

Come ond Join Us
ot the 7th Annuol

Future Leoders Network
Summer Retreot

AUGUST I2-AUGUST 2I , 1994

To bring together t*nagers who hove
o common commitmen] to lxming,

n tuching, ond n ocfion to improve
our counlry ond our worldt

Age

City
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Why We Neecl
This Kincl of Retreat
As we go through the 1990's, young

people are coming together to work for
change. More and more of us are showing
that we do care about the ways in which
people in this society treat one another
and relate to each other. The question
Rodney King asked, " Can' twe all just get
along?," is a real question. It's not a joke!

We are concerned about thefuture of
our communities, our country and the
world. We are affected by adult family
members who can't find jobs. We are
troubled by the number of homeless
people we see. We are worried about the
possibility of friends we know being sent
to another war in the future or nuclear
war wiping out all future. We're angry at
the on-going racist and sexist discrimina-
tion and the harassment and even killing
of innocent people because of the color of
their skin.

It is our view that unemployment,
homelessness, war, racial intolerance, and
discrimination because of gender, dis-
abilities, or any other reason should not
be a reality. Therefore, we are attempting
to build relationships of equality between
all people.

At the same time we recognize that
our environment and our health are two
basic, crucial areas that will affect our
future. For instance, we're very concerned
with the threat that new and complex
problems like AIDS pose to our lives.

Purpose of the Retreat
The retreat will bring together young

people, from ages 13 to 20 (with a few
exceptionsf who are active around these
and other issues or who want to become
active. It will be held at an accessible
location. We will share our experiences
and learn new ways to work for change.

The retreat will include teenagers
from a broad range of cultural and racial
backgrounds and abilities. We will learn
about each other in many ways. We will
learn how to build more humane and
loving relationships with other people.
We will learn about the society and world
in which we live. We will learn leader-
ship skills so that we will have the confi-
dence to lead other young people in a new
and potentially exciting direction.

What We Will Do
Share experiences we have had within
our cultures and, in some cases, as
activists for change

Make up and perform original skits
on issues of relevance to our lives,
like racism and sexism

Learn more facts about issues we are
concerned wi th ,  l ike AIDS,
homelessness, war and peace, edu-
cation, etc.

Organize and put on a talent show

Elect our own youth government to
work with the adult counselors in
the running of the retreat

r Learn how to better speak in public
. Learn about disability rights issues
o Experience music and dance presenta-

a

a



tions by people from different cul-
tural backgrounds. Recent retreats
have featured African dance, Native
American drummers, a youth rap
group, andfreedom singerMatt fones.

Leam how to write articles, edit and
put together a newsletter

Take hikes through the surrounding
fields and woods where the retreat
is being held, learning about the
environment and ecological issues

Participate in--and maybe lead--de-
bates, panel discussions and work-
shops

Learn about who really rules this
society and how they do it

Use the basketball, tennis or volley-
ball courts

Learn how to organize and chair a
meeting, including how to do out-
reach, set up an agenda, make the
meeting be success{ul, and accom-
plish something positive

Think together with others and
present ideas about how we would
create our own new society if we
had the power to do so

At the end of the nine days at camp,
we'Il talk about how we as young people
can have the largest impact for change in
our communities and in the country.
We'll make plans for stayingin touch and
getting together over the course of the
year, and possibly agree upon proiects we
could all work on.

Mfitfillffi
|ason Dov Danielson, Boston, Ma.: "The FLN
Youth Retreat was the empower-
ing experience which I needed. As
I began to feel that I was a part of
this powerful group of youth, I
sensed a wonderful surge of truth.
I was with friends workingtowarda common
goal.I was doing what I believed in, and was
saying what I believe in."

Mecca Williams, Petersburg Va.: "There's
another side, a side where it's all things beau-

tiful, people with different shades
of earth tone colors and cultures.
Full of life and stories to tell. You
know where? Future Leaders Net-
work!"

Crystal Montoya, Albuquerque, N.M.: "I met
a lot of new people and leained ffip.,
about their cultures. I learned
about how different all the cities
and states were from mine. I also
learned how we can change our
community and make it better for my family
to live in."

Carson Harkrader, Durham, N.C.: "The arnaz-
ing thing about this retreat is
that we all know that we are the
future leaders of the world and
with each other's support we can
struggle to end the violence that
attacks us in our society. Know-

ingthis, everyperson has reachedinside them-
selves to find their own strength, to hold their
own meaning, and to learn how to love them-
selves and then to love each other."

Abdullah A. Payton, fersey City, N.f.: "My
first day of camp was deep. I was sitting in a
room being educated about the many labels
that contribute to this violent society, while



simultaneously giving my views
and being open-minded to sev-
eral other views that werc being
stated. That's deep!"

fetreyMouldin, Ms.:"Be-
fore I came to this camD mv life had
been dull and crazy. I used to be in all
kinds of things with my friends. The
camp has transformed me into a per-
son who can care for all."

Lai Har Cheung, Philadelphia, PaI"Bffi a
leader today is hard, but it starts
by empowering ourselves, then
others. When you take time to
help your sister, brother, friend,
you are a leader."

FIRST DAY OF CAMP (A POEM)
by Aisha Nelson, Philadelphia, Pa.
When larr ived
I was excited
Everyone's friend I i ness
Made me feel so invited.
I ran to my room
And.before my eyes
Were three new roommates
To my surprise.
We talked all night
About things in common
From the start
There was a bonding.
It made me look forward
To what was to be
We can make a change
As I now can see!!

Resource People at
Past Retreats

These are some of the people and
groups who have come to past retreats or
get-togethers. Many of them will be
present at this year's retreat/ plus some

additional resource people.

Matt fones, civil rights movcment freedom
singer

Shafik Abu-Tahir, New African Voices
Alliance community leader

Tania Falbo, construction worker with
Tradeswomen of Philadelphia

laliaLopez, poet and performance artist
Asian Americans United, Philadelphia, Pa.
Leona Smith, national leader of the homeless
BEBASHI, (Blacks Educating Blacks About

Sexual Health Issuesf
Mike Charney, Cleveland Teachers Union
Afro-One Dance Troupe, Willingboro, N.f .
Native American Drummers
Veronica Begay, Vernon Day and Wendell

Yazzie, the Dine Nation
Los Pleneros de Batey, Puerto Rican musi-

cal-historical group
Esperanza Martell, conflict resolution

trainer
Ted Glick, coordinator, National Commit-

tee for Independent Political Action
Dell fones, Committee for Pan-Africanist

Development
Wadud Ahmad, poet
Oni Mcllullen and Hana Sabree, The AND

Alliance
Eugene McKenzie, Veer Grassroot Services
Ernece Kelly, teacher and writer

Sponsorchlp
The original sponsors for the retreat

were the National Committee for Inde-
pendent Political Action and New Afri-
can Voices Alliance. Other sponsors in-
clude: Community Awareness Network,
Philadelph ia, P a. ;Veer Grassroot Services,
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Youth Network of N.f.;
Young and Old United Through Heri-
tage, Acoma, N.M.; and Asian Ameri-
cans united, Philadelphia, Pa.


